
Water, peace and 
security in the 
Sahel

Promoting peaceful and 
inclusive societies by addressing 
water threats



Mali and Inner 
Niger Delta

The third largest wetland 
in the world: more than 
4,000 million hectares



Temperatures across the Sahel have 

increased by nearly 1C since 

1970, and are projected to be 1.5 

times higher than the global average

FAO estimates that Roughly 80% of 

the Sahel's farmland is affected by 

degradation, including soil erosion 

and deforestation

Source: UN; FAO. Image: Getty Image

CLIMATE CHANGE HAS CHANGED…



Water stress in the region is projected to  increase

Photo: Resource Watch



1. Diminishing water supply

– Drought

– Unusable water

– Dammed/diverted water

2. Growing population/ Growing water demand

3. Flooding / Intermittent-excessive water supply

CLIMATE CHANGE, ECOLOGICAL CRISIS, WATER TRENDS 

CAN CONTRIBUTE TO POLITICAL INSECURITY

PHOTO: European Commission DG ECHO 



Since 2012, at 

least 2,000 

fatalities and 

forced migration 

of over 200,000 

CONFLICT IN MALI

PHOTO: UNAMID



“These biases mean that 

research on climate change and 

conflict primarily focuses on a 

few accessible regions, 

overstates the links between 

both phenomena . . .”

MORE RESEARCH IS NEEDED TO BETTER UNDERSTAND 

THE LINK BETWEEN CLIMATE, WATER AND CONFLICT

Source: Adams et al. 2018
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