
To: Commissioner Sinkevičius, Commissioner, Environment, Oceans and Fisheries 

      Minister Ćorić, President-in-office of the Environment Council 

      Pascal Canfin, Chair, Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety  

 

Dear Commissioner Sinkevičius, 
Dear Minister Ćorić, 
Dear MEP Canfin, 
 
We are writing to urge you to conclude the fitness check evaluation of the EU’s flagship water law – the 
EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) - by firmly announcing that the Water Framework Directive will not 
be amended, in accordance with the fitness check conclusions, and to focus on addressing the 
implementation gaps identified in the evaluation, including through the European Green Deal initiatives. 
 
On 26 October of 2017, the European Commission announced the fitness check of the Water Framework 
and Floods Directives. This was 853 days as of the date of this letter. After this extensive evaluation and 
search for evidence, the fitness check conclusions found that slow progress in achieving the WFD’s 
objectives “is largely due to insufficient funding, slow implementation and insufficient integration of 
environmental objectives in sectoral policies, and not due to a deficiency in the legislation.” 
 
The fitness check conclusions also underline that “the Water Framework Directive is sufficiently 
prescriptive with regard to the pressures to be addressed, and yet flexible enough to reinforce its 
implementation as necessary with regard to emerging challenges not mentioned in the Directive such as 
climate change, water scarcity and pollutants of emerging concern”, making it clear that the Directive is fit 
to address emerging challenges in Europe. 
 
After the widespread political support for the European Green Deal, the strong conclusions on the Water 
Framework Directive were a very encouraging sign that the EU would walk the talk. The mixed messages 
sent by the European Commission in recent weeks, however, have been worrying us. The Commission 
could not provide a conclusive response to cross party questions in the European Parliament urging not 
to amend the Directive and focus on making it work. Commission representatives also casted uncertainty 
about the future of the Directive in a recent exchange with member state advisory bodies. These 
messages indicate a lack of commitment to respect the findings of the fitness check, undermining proper 
evaluation of EU legislation. 
 
While civil society and concerned Europeans await the strategies and communications on the European 
Green Deal, this is the first opportunity for the EU to act on its declared ambitions.  
 
The support to preserve the Water Framework Directive in its current form has been unprecedented -- 
from 130+ civil society organisations, from nearly 6000 scientists, and from the 375000+ citizens who 
participated en masse in the public consultation. These communities know the importance of preserving 
freshwater ecosystems, as the home to Europe’s most threatened species, and as vital tools to help us 
face the challenges that global warming is bringing to the continent, from worsening droughts to flood 
management. 
 
We are aware of the implementation and funding gaps presented by the conclusions, and are eager to 
work with you on overcoming these so that all energies are focused on the urgent objective of 
implementing the law. This work though must start with a strong commitment via the upcoming 
exchanges within and between the EU institutions to respect the conclusions of the fitness check and 
discard any revision of the Directive, so that we can all focus on the real issues: improving results on the 
ground, to reverse the serious loss of freshwater species and deliver healthy freshwater ecosystems in 
Europe. 
 
 

http://www.wwf.eu/?uNewsID=357085
http://www.wwf.eu/?uNewsID=357085
https://www.livingrivers.eu/supporters/support-organisations
https://scientists4wfd.com/
http://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?uNewsID=344456
http://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/media_centre/?uNewsID=344456


 
 
Sincerely yours, 
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