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DEVELOPMENT OF ADVANCED SOLUTIONS FOR THE
PRODUCTIVE USE OF REWETTED DEGRADED
PEATLAND ECOSYSTEMS

PaluWise project launches to advance solutions for productive use of
rewetted degraded peatlands

A new EU-funded project, PaluWise, is dedicated to the sustainable use of rewetted degraded
peatland ecosystems. Through four large-scale demonstration sites across Europe, PaluWise will
showcase and validate best practices in paludiculture, transforming degraded organic soils into
thriving, productive landscapes.

Coordinated by , the PaluWise consortium brings
together 18 partners from eight European countries, each contributing to the paludiculture value
chains. The project will run for four and a half years, and it has been granted approximately €10
million in Horizon Europe funding.

Scaling up best practises in Europe

In 2024, the EU Environment Council adopted the Nature Restoration Law, which cites
paludiculture as a viable restoration measure. The EU Nature Restoration Law, alongside related
legislation, mandates the restoration of 30% of drained peatlands in agricultural use by 2030, of
which at least a quarter shall be rewetted. By 2050, 50% of such areas shall be restored of which
at least a third shall be rewetted. Paludiculture, a farming practice on rewetted peatlands, is seen
as a key tool for achieving these targets and offering many co-benefits including climate change
mitigation, biodiversity, and water management.

“Paludiculture has the potential to support the EU’s climate targets and biodiversity strategy while
providing farmers and landowners with an income, but only if the practice is scaled up”, comments
PaluWise coordinator Paivi Merila from Luke.

The PaluWise project is working closely with local stakeholders to advance field-scale
paludiculture through four demonstration sites located in Finland, Poland, the Netherlands and
the United Kingdom. These sites focus on developing value chains based on promising wetland
crops: Downy Birch, Reed, Sedges, Typha, and Reed Canary Grass.

The project will provide stakeholders, including landowners, policymakers, businesses and
communities, with the knowledge and tools needed to embrace paludiculture as a sustainable
and impactful land management strategy. Recommendations for the large-scale development of
wetland farming across the EU will also be published.

"The aim of this project is to establish paludiculture as a meaningful and widely recognised
farming system in Europe”, Merila says.

Paludiculture stands for the productive land use of wet and rewetted peatlands that preserve the
peat soil and thereby minimise carbon dioxide emissions and subsidence.
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PaluWise in a nutshell

Granting Authority:
Project duration: 54 months (15t February 2025 - 31st July 2029)
Total budget: € 10 273 604,75

PaluWise consortium

LUONNONVARAKESKUS (Luke), Finland

THE JAMES HUTTON INSTITUTE (JHI), United Kingdom

STICHTING RADBOUD UNIVERSITEIT (SRU), Netherlands

UK CENTRE FOR ECOLOGY & HYDROLOGY (UKCEH), United Kingdom

UNIWERSYTET WARSZAWSKI (UNIWARSAW), Poland

WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL - EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION (WI EA), Netherlands

F6S EU TECH INNOVATION NETWORK DESIGNATED ACTIVITY COMPANY
(F6STech), Ireland

UNIVERSITAET GREIFSWALD (UG), Germany

MICHAEL SUCCOW STIFTUNG ZUM SCHUTZDER NATUR (MSF), Germany

THE WILDLIFE TRUST FOR BEDFORDSHIRE, CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE (WTBCN), United Kingdom

VSI PELKIU ATKURIMO IR APSAUGOS FONDAS (PF), Lithuania

EZERU UN PURVU IZPETES CENTRS (LPRC), Latvia

CENTRUM OCHRONY MOKRADEL (CMok), Poland

INSTYTUT TECHNOLOGICZNO-PRZYRODNICZY-PANSTWOWY INSTYTUT
BADAWCZY (ITP) Poland

SZKOLA GLOWNA GOSPODARSTWA WIEJSKIEGO (SGGW) Poland

VESTAECO NONWOVENS SPOLKA Z OGRANICZONA ODPOWIEDZIALNOSCIA
(VestaEco), Poland

WELRENT B.V. (Wellink), Netherlands

SALTYCO LTD (SALT), United Kingdom
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