
Snapshot

Finland
You’d say our waters are clear and plentiful?
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Statement

Environment, history and cultural aspects
define our possibilities

● Yes, 64% of our rivers are in good or excellent status. 

● Yes, we are water independent and have a high water resource per capita.
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● But, there were major changes after the WW2 as the

hydropower development raised the whole society.

• We lost all major rivers totally

• Our HP permits are all eternal…

• But, only one planned new HPP in the country!

● We still tend to live from nature; fishing for recreation

means food - and fishing is popular. 
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- more monitoring and research

- more environmentally friendly energy

- nature based solutions (e.g. flood protection)

- cost-benefit analysis, comparable measures

- value for nature

- ambition and political will

What should be done?

Paradigm shifts in fish conservation: moving 
to the ecosystem services concept

Cowx & Portocarrero 2011



A New Hope

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030

Restoring at least 25 000 km 
of EU rivers to a free-flowing 
state
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