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Nature restoration: why should we care?
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Restoration needs to happen now

At large-scale

With effective measures



Nature restoration: why should we care?



Threatened freshwater biodiversity

Fish

Dragonflies

Molluscs



Wetland restoration and 
flyway conservation



Nature 
Restoration 

Climate 
adaptation 

Climate 
mitigation

Biodiversity

Societies 
resilience 

(e.g. 
ecosystem 
services)

Human 
health and 
well-being 
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More than nature

✔Resilient farmers

✔Flourishing 

wildlife

✔Opportunities for 

landowners



Policy context



NRL: overview of proposal
- Overarching EU objective: effective and area-based

restoration measures on 20% EU’s land and sea area by

2030 (on all ecosystems in restoration need by 2050) - Art.1

- MS area-based targets

▪ based on Annexes BHDs (terrestrial, freshwater and

marine habitats & species, in and out PAs) - Art.4+5

▪ river restoration (barrier removal & 25,000 km) - Art.7

▪ restoration peatlands under agricultural use - Art.9(4)

- Indicator-based targets

▪ urban ecosystems - Art.6

▪ pollinators (reverse decline) - Art.8

▪ agricultural and forest ecosystems (enhance biodiversity,

increase butterfly index, carbon stock, farmland bird

index, high-diversity landscape features) - Art. 9(2)+10

- Non-deterioration clause

- National restoration plans, access to justice provisions,

commission assessment and review - Art.11-15
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NRL: key elements to improve

⮚ Fair & effective contribution MS to 20% objective

⮚ Increase ambition level area-based restoration

targets (implement bulk by 2040)

⮚ Implementable marine targets (link CFP)

⮚ Time-bound % targets river restoration

⮚ Integrate 10% landscape features objective

⮚ Full restoration drained peatlands by rewetting

and other effective measures

⮚ Public participation in national restoration plans

⮚ Solid provisions for implementation, incl. sufficient

funding



How to make it work?

⮚ Get decision makers to support ambitious restoration targets, strengthen the EC proposal 

where needed and not delay the adoption

2023



How to make it work?

Bring in science

Coalition

building at EU 
& national level

Stakeholder 

engagement



How to make it work?

● Species improvements targets:

30% of "protected species" in 

favourable conservation status or 

recovering

● National pledges protected areas

by end of 2022 (review in 2023)

Policy coherence



How to make it work?

Awareness raising



Thank you!

Questions?


